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many more could be educated to be economically independ-
ent and useful if special abilities were sought and trained.
It is here the world at large is in great need of further study
of defective individuals not segregated in institutions. In
spite of much discussion and the formulation of many
generalizations in regard to the feeble-minded, certain
aspects of the question are rarely taken into account. At
present, one great need is follow-up work in connection
with this type, in order that we may know how many
succeed in the world and why they are successful. Studies
such as that made by Weidensall, who found in a group
of successful maids a number feeble-minded as gauged
by the Binet scale, need to be multiplied. Comparative
studies of groups of individuals engaged in various types
of occupations are now being undertaken and will, no
doubt, be of great value in aiding us to reach safer con-
clusions regarding the relationship of mental defect and
industrial capacity.

Although the problem of the out-and-out defective,
the feeble-minded, has been very widely discussed, that
of the individual with special defect and the subnormal
with special ability is largely neglected. But from the
standpoint of social economy, of possible constructive
measures, the problem of special abilities and disabilities
is exceedingly important. We do not wish to minimize
the social significance of the feeble-minded, involving the
protection of the individual and of society. But in the
case of individuals with special defect or special aptitude,
it is a question of positive rather than of negative values,
the contributing to society of something worth while.
Their problem is not that of. segregation; it is, rather,
adjustment to the social organism.

To effect the best possible adjustment of any individual
to the group, many concrete issues must be taken into
account. In the cases where unusual conditions obtain,